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Who We Are ...

Colorado Basin River Forecast Center

National Oceanic Atmospheric
~Administration

National Weather Service

Colorado Basin River Forecast Center
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Mission: protect lives and property - Enhance national economy

\ (rain, snowmelt) River Forecasts => Warnings
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Water Supply => Reservoir Management
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~ Conservation Service (NRCS)
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—- "—'Sﬂewwater equwalent Precipitation April — July runoff volume
— —examp1e ; example:
Apr 1 swe Station #1 Oct+Nov+Dec Station #3

“Apr 1 swe Station #2 Feb+Mar Station #4
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ple Equation for May 1:

- Ap—JI votume-East — Almont =
—— == 826 * Oc-De-precCip Crested Butte
+.13.94 * Fe-Ap precip Blue Mesa Lake
+ 7.97 * Fe-Ap precip Aspen
+ 3.65 * My swe Butte
+ 3.92 * My swe Independence Pass

+ 1.29 * Ap flow East — Almont 5 - ® SNOTEL with 30 years
= ¥ A Real time precip
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semble Streamflow Prediction
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Historical time series of
precipitation and
temperature.
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Start with Today’s Conditions - Create several possible
future streamflow patterns - Based on historical climate.
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Climate Model Forecasts:
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Historical temperature and precipitation



— Determine a most likely forecast






S Precipitation
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Gunnison Basin above Blue Mesa
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Snow Water Equivalent

Colorado Basin River Forecast Center
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T Forecasts

Blue Mesa Unregulated Inflow
WY 2005 Forecasts
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Blue Mesa Unregulated Inflow
April-July 2005
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“Monthly Volumes

Blue Mesa Unregulated Inflow
Monthly Forecasts and Observed
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UPPER GUNNISON RIVER

April — July 2005 runoff
**preliminary data from USGS & USBRCrL
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