
USGS Streamgaging Program 



Streamgage Operation 

ÅGage height (not 
discharge) is collected 
every 15 minutes. 
ÅTransmitted once an hour 
via GOES  



Streamgage Operation 
 
Å Sites are measured approximately 9 
times per year.  
Å Use measurements to determine 
stage-discharge relationship  
Å Also use measurements to 
determine òshiftsó to the rating 
Å Measurements are also used to aid 
in estimating flows.  
 



 
Traditional method:  
 AA and pygmy meters  

HydroAcoustics  



Streamgage Operation 
 
Å Gaging ònaturaló channels in most cases.  
Å Subject to change through time ð scour, fill, vegetation growth  
Å Records are given a rating as reviewed and approved (incrementally), 
excellent (+/ - 5% - about 95% of the daily discharges are within 5% of the 
true value), good  (+/ - 10%) fair (> 15%), etc. 
 


