
1	

NOAA’s	Colorado	Basin	
River	Forecast	Center	

Paul	Miller	
Service	Coordina-on	Hydrologist	

2016	Stakeholder	Open	House	
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Overview	

•  Who	we	are	
•  Summary	of	opera>ons	
•  Products	and	Services	
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Who	Are	We?	

•  Part	of	NOAA	-	NWS,	one	of	13	
RFCs	na>onwide	

•  An	opera>onal	field	office	
located	in	Salt	Lake	City,	UT	

•  Highly	collabora>ve,	reliant	on	
partners	and	data	

•  All	about	decision-support!	
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Who	We	Are	

•  Work	with	a	broad	and	diverse	set	of	
stakeholders	
– Weather	Forecast	Offices	and	Reclama>on	
– Municipal	and	Agricultural	Water	Users	
– USGS,	NRCS,	and	many	other	federal	agencies	
– State	agencies,	Academics,	NGOs,	Tribes	

•  Receive	data	from	many	of	these	sources	
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Avg – 7.25 MAF 
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Providing	Decision	Support	
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Stakeholder	Needs	Are	Changing	

•  Where	we	were:	
– What	is	THE	forecast?	
–  How	much	water	is	
there?	

–  How	much	snow	is	
there?	

– Will	there	be	flooding?	

•  Where	we	are	going:	
– What	is	the	range	of	
forecasts?	

– What	is	the	likelihood	of	
reaching	this	flow?	

– What	if	it’s	a	dry/wet	
year?	

– What	is	the	risk	to	filling	
my	reservoir?	

– What	is	your	uncertainty?	
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Products	and	Services	
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Products	and	Services	

Support	flood	warning	efforts	by	weather	forecast	offices	
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Products	and	Services	

•  Water	Supply	Forecast	
– U>lize	an	ensemble	of	future	climate	to	
generate	possible	streamflow	futures	

– Dependent	on	precipita>on	informa>on	during	
the	runoff	season	–	we	pay	close	a\en>on	to	
snowpack	

– Model	soil	moisture	component	is	very	
important	

•  The	more	informa>on	we	have	the	be\er!	
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Products	and	Services	
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Products	and	Services	

•  Peak	Flow	Forecasts	
– Mean	Daily	Peak	Flow	
–  Helpful	for	
environmental	resource	
managers	

– Meet	environmental	
targets	
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CoordinaKon	Efforts	

•  Stakeholder	Open	House	(Like	this	one!)		
– Broad	range	of	stakeholders	
–  Introduce	new	products	and	services	
– Reinforce	tradi>onal	products	and	services	
–  Important	for	us	to	get	feedback	

•  Frequent	webinars	
– Water	supply,	peak	flows	
– Custom	Webinars	for	your	group	
– WFO	Coordina>on	
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CoordinaKon	Efforts	

•  Par>cipa>on	in	stakeholder-run	mee>ngs	
and	events	

•  Par>cipa>on	in	mul>-agency	efforts	
– Landscape	Conserva>on	Coopera>ves	
– Climate	Science	Centers	
– NOAA	RISAs	(like	CLIMAS)	
– Others	

•  Direct	contact	by	phone,	e-mail,	etc…	
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CoordinaKon	Efforts	
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CoordinaKon	Efforts	

•  Western	Region	
Monitoring	and	
Outlook	Page	
– More	customizable	
–  Lots	of	informa>on	in	
an	intui>ve	interface	

– West-wide	

•  Coming	Soon!	
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National Water Center 
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How	can	we	help?	

•  What	sites,	areas	are	important	to	you?			
•  Is	there	a	site	or	area	that	you	would	like	us	
to	add?	

•  What	are	your	major	concerns	and	
decisions?		What	kind	of	informa>on	can	we	
provide	to	help	with	decision	support?	
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•  We	always	need	data	and	can	work	with	
you	to	get	us	the	informa>on	in	a	way	that	
is	convenient	to	you	
–  If	there’s	enough	data,	we	can	add	points	
– Changes	to	opera>ons	

•  What	are	your	major	decision	points?	
•  Let	us	know	how	we	can	help!	

How	can	you	help?	
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Contact	us!	

•  Michelle	Stokes	–	Hydrologist	In	Charge	
•  John	Lhotak	–	Development	and	Opera>ons	

Hydrologist	
•  Paul	Miller	–	Service	Coordina>on	Hydrologist	
•  Brenda	Alcorn	–	Upper	Colorado	Focal	Point	
•  Greg	Smith	–	San	Juan	and	Gunnison	Focal	Point	
•  Ashley	Nielson	–	Green	River	Basin	Focal	Point	
•  Brent	Bernard	–	Great	Basin	Focal	Point	
•  Tracy	Cox	–	Lower	Basin	Focal	Point	
•  Craig	Peterson	–	Senior	Hydrometeorologist	
•  Cass	Goodman	–	Computer	Systems	

•  michelle.stokes@noaa.gov	
•  john.lhotak@noaa.gov	

•  paul.miller@noaa.gov	
•  brenda.alcorn@noaa.gov	
•  greg.smith@noaa.gov	
•  ashley.nielson@noaa.gov	
•  brent.bernard@noaa.gov	
•  tracy.cox@noaa.gov	
•  craig.peterson@noaa.gov	
•  cass.goodman@noaa.gov	
	


