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Current Conditions and Forecasts

CRFS March 28, 2019
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March 1-26 Precipitation
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March Precipitation – Wetter 1st half of month
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March Precipitation – Record Wet 1st half of month
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March Temperatures – Near or Below normal

The message: Minimal snowmelt and above normal low elevation snow remains  
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March 28, 2019

Snowpack Conditions (Percentiles - historical ranking)  - SNOTEL 
SITES
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CBRFC Model Snow



8

Trend in model guidance between 3/18 and 3/26 2019

Change in 
April-July volume 
as a % of average
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Forecast Evolution Plot – Fontenelle Inflow
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Forecast Evolution Plot – Flaming Gorge Inflow
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Forecast Evolution Plot – Yampa at Deerlodge
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Forecast Evolution Plot – Blue Mesa Inflow
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Forecast Evolution Plot – McPhee Inflow
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Forecast Evolution Plot – Navajo Inflow
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Forecast Evolution Plot – Lake Powell
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Virgin River Basin
April – July Forecast Volume 

(Latest ESP % Median)

Gila/Salt/Verde/Little Colorado River Basins
January – May Forecast Volume

(Latest ESP % Median)

Lower Colorado River Water Supply
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Forecast Evolution Plot – Virgin River at Virgin
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Forecast Evolution Plot: Verde below Tangle Creek, above Horseshoe
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Upcoming Weather Pattern: Increasing chance for precipitation northern areas as 
we get into the middle / later part of next week.

Perhaps a more significant trough of low pressure (mountain snow) late next week (low confidence). 
Systems are not as wet as those we’ve experienced the last couple of months.
Lower Colorado Basin less likely to see much impacts (We have entered a climatological direr period)
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Upcoming Weather Pattern: Models continue to indicate better chances for 
above average precipitation in April.
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